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It has often been said that war could have been avoided
in 1914 if a Conference of the Powers could have met and
discussed the Austro-Serbian quarrel. This is quite prob-
able. As none of the responsible statesmen wanted a Euro-
pean war, it is possible, even probable, that a way out of
even this most difficult Balkan conflict might have been
found in a Conference, as it had been found during the
crises of the Balkan Wars. The Conference which Sir
Edward Grey proposed in 1914, however, it may be noted,
was of four Powers—England, France, Germany and Italy
—while the Conference which had succeeded in averting a
general European conflagration during the Balkan Wars
was of the six Great Powers, Russia and Austria being also
included.
It is also commonly asserted by Entente writers that
Sir Edward Grey did his utmost to bring about a Confer-
ence, but that Germany vetoed it, and that her veto places
on her shoulders a further responsibility for the World
War, This is the impression which Viscount Grey gives
in his memoirs. He devotes most of a chapter to this ques-
tion of "the Conference." Sazonov was ready, he says,
"to let the Conference have its chance, if Austria would
hold her hand. IVance and Italy were ready to cooperate.
Germany did not raise the objection I had feared, but,
while agreeing in principle, vetoed the Conference. . . .
They [Bethmann and von Jagow] vetoed the only certain
means of peaceful settlement without, as far as I knew,
even referring it to Austria at all. ... I remember well the
impulse to say that, as Germany forbade a Conference, I
could do no more, and that it was on Germany that the
responsibility must rest if war came."16 But this explana-
tion is too simple, and is far from being wholly true. Vis-
count Grey does not adequately indicate all vicissitudes
which his Conference idea mot with, arising from various
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